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A/V Project Complete — pg 4
A special thank you to all those who 
helped support this project and 
made it happen.

Farewell Cassie — pg 6
A tearful goodbye from Senior Pas-
tor, Cassie Wade, and details on her 
send off celebration.

Senior Sunday — pg 7
A look back on Senior Recognition 
Sunday and Senior Breakfast.



IMPORTANT DATES 
THIS MONTH

WEEKLY EVENTS

Office Closed 
Monday, May 31

Decatur Cares Mobile Food Pantry 
Saturday, June 5 @7:00am, Church Parking Lot

Cassie and Kelly Wade Reception 
Sunday, June 6 @9:30am, Fellowship Hall

Preschool Board Meeting 
Tuesday, June 7 @5:00pm, Room 209

Vacation Bible School 
Monday-Thursday, June 14-17 
@5:30-7:30pm, MAC Building

Traditional Worship Service 
Sundays @8:30am and 10:50am, Sanctuary

Pecan Street Mission Service 
Sundays @10:00am, Asbury Hall (MAC)

Chancel Bell Rehearsal 
Wednesdays @5:30pm, Sanctuary

Choir Rehearsal 
Wednesdays @6:30pm, Sanctuary

Lunches for Seniors 
Tuesdays @11:00am-noon, Fellowship Hall

Summer Feeding Program 
Tuesdays @12:00pm, Fellowship Hall

Find the online church calendar at 
DecaturMethodist.org/Calendar

Want to see your groups and events 
on the church calendar? 

Send your meeting information and request to 
info@decaturmethodist.org

JUNE 
BIRTHDAYS

1- Suzanne Hencken

3- Bonnie Wohlleben

4- Mike McQuiston, Shirley Stack, Norma Wiley

5- Jordan White

6- Katie Claborn

7- Joel Forbis

9- Connor Berardi, Jennifer Dorsett,
Doris Goodwin, Robin Woller

12- Crystal Laremore

13- Jason Strempke

14- Judy Matthews

15- Rob Fothergill

19- Martin Woodruff

22- Steve Fusco

24- Jonita Morrow

25- Ainsley Boyd, Monique Hunt, Bexley Moody

26- Terry Huston

27- Karen Forbis, Matthew Little

28- Sara Flatt, Virginia Renfro, River Strempke

29- Bert Caraway, Selena Galindo

30- Joy Bastian, Eric Cullop, Tucker Hammons
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May…my favorite month! 

When I turn my calendar from April to May each year, my heart flutters. The 
birds sing louder, the grass grows greener and garden seeds sprout…a month for 
renewal and hope.

As a school teacher, nostalgia sweeps over me. I carry around extra hankies 
claiming allergy attacks to mask bittersweet tears as “Pomp and Circumstance” 
melodies play in my head.

Last week, the DHS seniors walked the halls of their former Decatur elementary 
campuses for the last time as students. There were plenty of high fives and hugs. 
Most of the students that came through the hallways of Young Elementary I had 
the pleasure of teaching. I reflected on how quickly time passed and questioned 
did I do my best for those precious months I was their teacher.

I realized God (our teacher) must feel a great deal like I do sometimes. I’m sure 
He knows when I am not listening, but He keeps trying to get the message across. 
He persists when I find things hard because He knows the challenges help mold 
me into a better version of myself. He celebrates with me when I study His word 
and realize the answers were in the Good Book all along.

Best wishes to the Class of 2021! No matter where you go or what you face in life 
may the Bible be your primary textbook.

“Your word is a light for my feet, a light on my path.” Psalm 119:105

STAFF DEVOTIONAL
FROM NURSERY COORDINATOR, ALEA PEÑA
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PRAYER REQUESTS

Email your prayer requests to Prayer@DecaturMethodist.org

Tim Woodruff

Clayton Woodruff

Jerry Don McGuire

Shannon Ryan

Kate Marshall & Shirl Taylor

Alvin Jenkins

Kelly & Jerrod Vick

Rachel Cunningham

Clint Logue



Words cannot express the 
appreciation for the many 
hours, prayers, gifts, and 
love that has gone into this 
big project. Please stop by 
to thank the following 
people for their tireless 
hours of learning, building, 
practicing and sweating to 
ensure we were ready for 
Go Live on May 16.

To Fred Renfro, Dwight 
Reeves, Jack Smith, Kelly 
Wade, Mickey Pangrac, 
and Donna Reeves for their 
wonderful work on the 
new Front of House Sound 

Funding Goal - $121,000
Gifts to date: - $103,971

Total expenses to date: - $117,542

Thank you for your 
continued gifts!

Booth.
To Peggy Cundiff, Johnnie 

Pettigrew, Dave Evans, Will 
Bosshard, and Kelly Wade 
for their hours of learning 
new technologies and 
ensuring production is 
ready for Sunday morning.

To the following people 
for their dreams, require-
ment gathering, project 
management, and cost 
sourcing: Roy Eaton, Will 
Bosshard, Trumanell 
Maples, Dwight Reeves, 
and Randy and Vicki 
Meharg.

To Bonnie Wohlleben for 
her attention to detail in 
coordinating vendors, 
sourcing our purchases, and 
scheduling work hours.

To the following vendors 
for their outstanding service 
during this project: 
Precision Audio, Hardin 
LLC, Classic Floors, M&W 
Woodworks, and Gallman 
Electric.

And to YOU, for your 
gifts and your prayers, your 
hopes and your vision, and 
for your support during this 
innovative project which will  
share God’s love with our 
neighbors in new and 
exciting ways.

Santuary A/V Steaming Project
We Could Not Have Done It Without You!
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Summer Feeding Program
Each summer, Decatur Cares helps provide meals to the 

families of students in and around Decatur ISD. Many of these 
children depend on the breakfast and lunch meals served by 
the cafeteria during the school year, meaning in the summer 
these families are missing a crucial food source. 

Each week, teams of volunteers will pack groceries at 
11:00am, eat lunch & play with children on the playground, 
then help load groceries into vehicles as families leave around 
1pm.

If you would like to serve one or multiple weeks this summer, 
please sign-up for a volunteer slot. Volunteers will be asked to 
wear gloves while packing food.

If you are interested in serving this summer, contact Ricky Harrison (rharrison@decatur-
methodist.org) for more details or sign up at tinyurl.com/etwr6k69.

Congratulations to Yanet Rodriquez!
Yanet, a member of our church nursery staff, has accomplished so 

much! Her path to graduation took a little extra time as she was a 
young mom raising two boys, Alejandro, “Tre”, and Elias Salinas. She 
continued to persist and at age 28 she has accomplished her degree of 
Bachelor of Science in Education from Texas Women’s University this 
May.

Yanet has worked with our young ones in the church nursery over 
the past year. Before working at First Decatur, she worked in early 
childhood education with Head Start and as a Pre-K aide at Young 
Elementary. 

When you see Yanet on a Sunday morning, be sure to wish her 
congratulations on her graduation!

Decatur Cares Mobile Food Pantry
Join us for the Decatur Cares Mobile Food 

Pantry this month on Saturday, June 5, at 
7:00am in the church parking lot.

Please wear closed-toed shoes and come 
dressed to be outside the whole time.
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Cassie and Kelly Send Off Celebration
Mark your calendars for June 6 for a reception in Fellowship 

Hall from 9:30-10:45 to bid farewell to Cassie and Kelly Wade 
and send them off to their next adventure.

Cassie and Kelly have requested any appreciation gifts be 
directed to FUMC Scholarship Fund, a mission dear to their 
hearts. Donations and thank you notes can be mailed to the 
church office, or dropped in the designated basket in the 
sanctuary. Donations may also be designated online. (Be sure 
to note “Cassie Send Off” in the memo.)

Farewell From Senior 
Pastor, Cassie Wade
Church Friends,

I have waited for the last possible 
moment to say goodbyes! Because our 
time together was short, it doesn’t seem 
time to bid farewell yet. Nonetheless, 
that is the vocation to which I am called, 
so this season has come to an end.

In Luke 10, Jesus gathers his followers 
together and sends them out in pairs to 
go from town to town to share the good 
news. Jesus tells them that during their 
stay in each town, they were to “remain 
in the same house, eating and drinking 
whatever they provide ... cure the sick 
who are there, and say to them, ‘The 
kingdom of God has come near to you.” 
(Luke 10:7) This scripture informs my understanding of itinerancy. I have served 
beside you for this season. We have broken bread, prayed, cried, and lived into 
our mission to bring the kingdom of God near.  Now my time has come to move 
to the next place. Though I will no longer be your pastor, I will forever be your 
friend.

Your new pastor will find his own rhythm of ministry alongside you. Together, 
you will do things which continue to shine light on God’s kingdom on the earth. I 
will continue to pray for you in this transition. Thank you for loving me during my 
stay in your home.

God Bless,
Pastor Cassie
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Vacation Bible School
June 14-17 • 5;30-7:30pm

This summer, VBS will invite children to be strong in the 
Lord while they explore how we put on the Armor of God! 
Kids, ages 4 yrs-5th grade, will dive into Old and New 
Testament stories and learn how the Armor of God works 

in their own lives as they follow and serve God. Each Day will include opportunities to 
engage in crafts, music, stories, and games.
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Register Today at DecaturMethodist.org/VBS

Anti-Racism 
Summer Series Events
Hosted by Pecan Street Mission
Immigration 101: An Evening with 
Immigration Attorney Alice Gruber
Monday, June 7, 5:30-7:00pm 
in Asbury Hall

“The Best of Enemies“ Screening and 
Community Conversation
Friday, June 25, 6:00-9:00pm 
in Asbury Hall

Racism in Higher Ed, Campus Ministry, and the Church: 
An Evening with Rev. Marcus Jones, Director of the MSU Wesley Foundation
Saturday, July 12, 5:30-7:00pm in Asbury Hall

“Ceasar Chavez“ Screening and Community Conversation
Friday, July 23, 6:00-9:00pm in Asbury Hall



Staff Feature: Martin Woodruff
Song Leader and Treasurer

What encourages you in your work? What or who drives 
your passion?

I am encouraged in my work by the understanding that 
my efforts yield meaningful results that are useful and ben-
eficial to others. I guess my passion is to accomplish some-
thing useful every day!
 
What is your favorite Bible Verse(s)?

Matthew 22: 35-40, and John 1:1, and I Corinthians 13.
 
What book is currently on your nightstand?

Love Hard by Jason Wren
 
Tell us about your family

I have been married to the love of my life, Jana Long Woodruff, for over 50 years. We have 3 
beautiful, outstanding children - Thea, Lauren and Evan. They have given us 8 inspiring grand-
children - Zoe, Aiden, Zachary, Ronan, Thorin, Crozle, Alexandra and Jaxon. My parents were 
W.B. and Mary Louise Woodruff, Jana’s parents were Ed and Althea Forbis. My siblings include 
Mason (and Karen) Woodruff, Tim (and Joylynn) Woodruff, Nannette (and Kevin) Williams and 
Nola (and Daniel) Cocanougher. Jana’s siblings include Tom (and Ruth Ann) Long, Chris (and 
Karen) Forbis and Nancy (and Mike) Carnahan. I have been blessed to have grown up with many 
aunts, uncles and cousins, many of whom lived out their lives here in the Decatur area with me. I 
have been highly influenced by family members (who served their community in many ways) all 
of my life.
 
If you had 24 uninterrupted hours to spend, what would you do? And who would you spend 
it with?

At this point, if I had 24 uninterrupt-
ed hours to spend, hmmm.... I think 
I would spend it with my wife doing 
whatever she desired of me!
 
What is one question you would ask 
at the Pearly Gates?

“OK, what now?”
 
What is something most people don’t 
know about you?

I guess many folks may not know that 
I once obtained a private pilot’s license 
and learned how to jump out of a per-
fectly good airplane!8



Pre-K- 5th grade children

The A-Team Schedule
Welcome to the acolytes 

installed Sunday Morning to 
serve at the 10:50am service! 
They have gone through train-
ing and are now commissioned 
to serve as worship leaders 
responsible for bringing in the 
light of Christ and then taking 

it out for discipleship in the world. We applaud 
these young people dedicated to serving the 
church at an early stage of their lives.

June 6- Audrey Rambo
June 13- Trey Macmillan

June 20- Hayes Flatt
June 27- Carlie and Connor Berardi

July 4- Audrey Rambo

Kidz Worship 
Children ages pre-k 

through 2nd grade are 
invited to participate 
in Kidz Worship during 
the 10:50am worship 

service. (Older children are encouraged to wor-
ship with their families.)

After the children’s moment in worship, the 
children may leave the sanctuary with 
Mrs. Diane for Bible stories, games, and craft 
activities. Children will return back to the 
sanctuary for communion or the last hymn.

Helper Schedule
June 6- Alea Peña & Debra Walker

June 13- Trumanell Maples & SharonWalker 
June 20- Sara Flatt & Diane Howell

June 27- Patina Berardi & Leah Clark
July 4- Alea Peña & Debra Walker

Children’s Sunday School
Sunday School will resume on Sunday, 

June 20, at 9:45 for all children infant 
through 5th grade. Children ages 2-4 will 
have Sunday school class in the child care 
and nursery room on the second floor, and 
K- 5th grade will meet in the children’s wing 
on the third floor.

The Sunday School hour will start with 
music, signing choir, impromptu drama and 
puppets, followed by an interactive Bible 
lesson, games and activities.
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Celebrating the Class of 2021

Senior Breakfast
On Friday, May 21, we hosted 

Decatur High School’s graduating 
class of 2021 for their annuel Senior 
Breakfast. Thanks to all who helped 
to support this beloved tradition 
by helping to set up, serve food, 
cook casseroles, and support our 
community.
Because of all you do, we were able 

to serve over 200 seniors in Asbury 
Hall!

Senior Recognition Sunday
On Sunday, May 23, the graduating 
members of FUMC Decatur were 
recognized during the 10:50am 
worship service. Some even had the 
opportunity to help lead parts of 
worship.
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Decatur Students
6th-12th grade students

June
2-4 Summer Kick-Off Week

2- Movie Night @MAC 8:00pm
3- NRH2O Water Park @11:00am
4- Burger’s Lake

5- DC Mobile Food Pantry @7:00am
10- Swim & Study
14-17 VBS
24- Swim & Serve

July
3- DC Mobile Food Pantry @7:00am
8- Swim & Study
15- Swim & Serve
24- Swim & Study
29- Swim & Serve

Summer Camp @Bridgeport
Sr. High Camp June 28-July 2
Jr. High Camp July 5-9

Find us on social media to learn more about 
what’s going on in Student Ministry

@FUMCDecaturStudents

@DecaturMethodistStudents

Youth Director, Gabe Rangel

youth@decaturmethodist.org

(940) 577-1203



We want to feature your 
group or ministry!

We’re always looking to feature the 
amazing things going on within our 

church community.

If you would like to share a feature, 
story, or photos, please send them to 

Megan Everitt at 
meveritt@decaturmethodist.org 

to be in next month’s 
issue of The Voice.

Presorted Standard Non-Profit Organization
U.S. Postage Paid

Permit No. 166
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

First United Methodist Church
104 S. Miller Street
P.O. Box 302
Decatur, TX 76234-0302

Preschool Enrollment
The FUMC Preschool has one or two 

spaces still open in the 2’s, 3’s and 
4’s classes. Children meet from 8:30-
2:30 on Mondays and Wednesdays, 
September through May for a hands 
on, Christian learning experience with 
loving, experience and licensed teach-
ers. Please contact the director, Diane 
Howell- children@decaturmethodist.
org for information or an application.


